
MJCBY NEWS
DECEMBER 2021 KISLEV - TEVET 5782 VOLUME 117    NUMBER 4

Inside
Schedule of Services  2

President’s Message  3

Life Long Learning  4

Adult Education  5

Men’s Club       6

Shalom Yeladim  7

Sisterhood    8

Religious School        10 

Contributions         12

Yahrzeits     13

H a p p y  H a n u k k a h !



2  • DECEMBER 2021 KISLEV - TEVET 5782

CLERGY
Rabbi David J. Nesson
Cantor Shana Onigman

STAFF
Geri Wallis, Office Administrator
Michael Roberts, Bookkeeper
Miriam Loew, R. S. Director/LLL Director
 Youth Advisor
Flo Sager, R.S. Administrator
Michelle Nulman, SY Director
Damon Brown, Custodian

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Rebecca Wanatick, Amy Weinstock 
 Co-Presidents
Marci Charm, 1st Vice President
Jason Navarino, Treasurer
Rita Gotfried, Secretary
Kathy Neibart, Immediate Past     
 President
Mark Bender, Ira Hammer, 
 Fern Spitzer, Advisors

ARMS OF THE SYNAGOGUE &
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Marci Charm, Board of Education
Rita Gotfried, Personnel
Mark Bender, Facilities
Alexis McGrath, Mark Bender,   
 Security 
Mark Levine, Technology
Elisa Udaskin, Gemilut Hasadim

MJCBY Clergy and Staff

SERVICES
ZOOM OR LIVESTREAM

Friday Night Services

6:15 PM

ZOOM https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6576297611   

Passcode: MJCBY

Livestream https://www.mjcby.

org/service-livestream/ 

Saturday Morning Services

9:30 AM

ZOOM https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6576297611  

Passcode: MJCBY

Livestream https://www.mjcby.

org/service-livestream/  

Go to www.MJCBY.org for more information

Lewis Stone, History Committee
Keith Usiskin & Douglas Landsman, 
 Kol Nidre Appeal
Lauren Najarian, Marcy Needle,
 Amy Brunswick, Membership
Howard Baum, Ira Hammer, 
 Paul Green, Ritual
Louis Bodian, Social Action

MEN’S CLUB
Doug Goldstein (973) 895-3082

SISTERHOOD
Donna Gross (973) 895-5553
Dorothy Cohen (973) 361-4338

JUDAICA GIFT SHOP
Sharon Barkauskas (973) 285-1877
Donna Gross (973) 895-5553
Dorothy Cohen (973) 361-4338 

KIDDUSH COMMITTEE 
Michelle Usiskin (973) 543-5795
Kathy Neibart (973) 292-1933

SISTERHOOD TORAH FUND 
Linda Rosenbaum (973) 895-2390

NEWSLETTER
Donna Gross, Editor & Designer
Fran Loewensteiner, Copy editor 
 

WHAT IS GEMILUT HASADIM?
 

The Gemilut Hasadim Committee is here to help support you 
and your family. We provide assistance to our MJCBY families 
who are experiencing illness, recovering from surgery or need 
help at a difficult time.  We provide meals to help comfort 
them and lessen one burden of needing to cook during these 
times.
 
We are looking for volunteers to make an occasional meal for 
a MJCBY member who is in need.

If you are interested in helping others or in 
need, contact the MJCBY office or the Elisa 
Udaskin at e.udaskin@gmail.com.  We will 
discuss your needs and provide meals for 
you and your family. ELISA UDASKIN

Good & Welfare

Condolences to:
Amy Keyishian on the passing of her mother, Marjorie.

Michelle Nulman on the passing of her father, Dr. Aaron 

Tobias.

Geri Wallis on the passing of her grandmother, Anita 

Saloway.

Refuah Schlema to:
Alan Berger Joel Lantzman, Joan Cohen, Jeff Newmark, 

Steve Neibart, Shane Neibart, Sharon Kellman, Joyce 

Litchman, Jeff Czeisler, Sue Jacobowitz, Nancy Medford, 

Sonya Oppenheimer, Barbara Saltzman, Barbara Stein, 

Eli Diringer, Rabbi David Nesson, Shirley Storgion, 

Robin Kane, Lisa Pollack, Lance Kovar,  Joel Beecher 

and  Robin Zeiger 
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At the MJCBY Board of Directors meeting last month, we 

participated in an exercise together.  We asked the mem-

bers of the board to complete this prompt, “I Care About Be-
ing Involved in the MJCBY Community Because…”  We want-

ed our board to have the opportunity to reflect on why we do 

what we do to support our MJCBY community.  Sometimes it’s 

important to take a step back to reflect on our accomplish-

ments and take time to look ahead at what’s yet to come.  

We wanted to share a few of the responses of our board mem-

bers: 

• I want a vibrant place for my family (especially my 

children) to feel accepted and welcome.

• There is a long history that our congregation has 

had in the area and I do not want to see it disap-

pear. One has to stay engaged in the community 

- there are many small tasks as well as larger ones 

one can take on or volunteer for.

• I feel it’s a strong responsibility to be involved to 

keep MJCBY on an even keel for the present and 

future Jewish community in good times and chal-

lenging times.

• I want this community to survive and thrive, and 

want to use the skills and experience I have to help 

make that happen.

• For the present and future of our Jewish world in 

the pluralistic and caring community

• We have a great story to tell about our community 

and service to the larger Morristown community. We 

should tell the story and explain that young people 

are the next chapter in a continuing social action 

story.

• I find community amongst the members. We’re vol-

unteer run so we need each and every one of us to 

be present, intentional and contribute to the over-

all success of our shul.

 REBECCA WANATICK     &      AMY WEINSTOCK

Presidents’ Message

There is so much food for thought in these words and the other 

thoughts that were shared.  While many of the responses in-

dicate that we do what we do to build community for others, 

there are also intrinsic reasons.  We give of our time and energy 

for ourselves.  We value the work that we do and while we want 

to do good for others, it also feels good to do good.  

In a recent Greater MetroWest Synagogue Leadership Seminar 

with Rabbi JJ Schachter, he shared that like the lulav, we are 

tied together as community.  Some parts of the lulav, like the 

willow, standing alone are not strong, but tied together the 

lulav and our community can be  a strong entity.  We each 

need to be involved in community, for ourselves and for others.  

Without community engagement, there are communal conse-

quences for our inaction.  Our MJCBY community is a strong 

community when we work together.  

So, we want to ask each of you, how would you like to be 

involved?  What talents and skills can you share with our com-

munity? Would you like to participate in a committee (lifelong 

learning, membership, fundraising, ritual, legacy…)?  Do you 

have an idea for an upcoming program or new people to invite 

to join us?  We want you to be actively involved and be able 

share with others, how you care about being involved in the 

MJCBY community.

You can always reach us at president@mjcby.org.  We look 

forward to hearing from each of you!  
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Hanukkah is upon us and with it 

many exciting events to enjoy! 

Come join us for Hanukkah celebra-

tions hosted by the Men’s club and 

Sisterhood, and don’t miss Hanuk-

kah on the Green on December 1! The entire congregation is 

invited to join us at MJCBY for a Hanukkah party on Sunday, 

December 5. There will be a hilarious Hanukkah play directed 

by Cantor Shana and performed by grades 6 & 7 Religious 

School students, a fun and interactive dreidel tournament, 

Menorah lighting, treats to take home, and more!

Our next T.G.I.S. for little one’s up to grade 2 and their fami-

lies, will take place on December 17. We will sing Shabbat 

songs, hear a Shabbat story, and participate in a Shabbat 

activity. Come join the fun!

Miriam Loew 

Life Long Learning

Adults, please save these dates:

January 17 - Monday

In honor of MLK Day, we will be joined by Dr. Scott 

Seligman via zoom as he discusses his new book:  “A 

Second Reckoning: Race, Injustice, and the Last Hang-

ing in Annapolis”.

January 23 - Sunday

We will be hosting an in-person Israeli dance class for 

adults! It might be cold outside but we will gather 

indoors for some enjoyable exercise to keep us warm 

and fit during the long winter months. This will be a 

beginners class, no experience needed. Come join us 

for some fun and socializing! 
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Adult Education

Life Long Learning
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Men’s Club
MEN'S CLUB DUES  
$36.00 2021/22
We need your Support!
 
Make checks payable to “MJCBY Men’s 
Club” - mail to: Doug Goldstein, 24 
Forrest Road, Randolph, NJ 07869
Questions - dggldstn@yahoo.
com or (973) 895-3082.

Name: _________________________________

Tel #: _____________________

Email: _____________________

We welcome new members. Contact Doug to get 

involved.
Men's Book Club 

Interested in becoming a book club member?

Contact Howard Buxbaum at 
HowardBuxbaum@gmail.com
  
December 14 -   Caste  
  Isabel Wilkerson

NEEDED: Volunteers to help us direct foot traffic between the synagogue entrance and Frigand Hall  If you can volunteer 
an hour or two, please contact Doug Goldstein at dggldstn@yahoo.com with your availability.

If you wish to donate blood, please sign up at:  smarturl.it/NJBS_Drive     sponsor code 13702
or call 1-800-933-BLOOD(2566) or text Barb Pearson 732-616-8146

Blood drive guidelines:
• 16 year olds must have signed New Jersey Blood Services Parental Consent Form
• Eat a good meal, drink plenty of water & bring photo ID
• Appointments are strongly recommended (but not required) to keep donors spaced out. Walk ins will be taken.
• All staff & donors will be required to wear a face covering at the blood drive.
• Anyone entering the blood drive will be prescreened (temp taken, travel questions, basic health questions).
• Canteen items are individually packaged and will be brought to the donor by a staff member.
• All stations will be wiped down after the donor leaves the area (registration, medical history, donation bed, canteen 

area). The blood center will provide sanitizing wipes and gloves.
• Some criteria changes have been made including malarial country deferral time reduced from 1 year to 3 months, 

donors living in UK in the past are able to donate now, tattoo/piercing changes, etc. Some updates can be found here: 
https://www.nybc.org/donate-blood/become-donor/can-i-donate-blood/

SUNDAY - January 16
8:30am to 1:00pm
Frigand Hall

MEN’S CLUB TALLIT & TEFILLIN LED BY 
RABBI NESSON AND CANTOR SHANA
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Time flies when you are having fun!!! It is December already 

and we have been in school for the first half of the school 

year. Our little ones are making connections, learning and creat-

ing beautiful memories.  They enjoy seeing each other every day 

and it is great to watch how new friendships develop.

In Shalom Yeladim we are constantly teaching the children the 

mitzvah of caring for others. Every Friday, we collect tzedakkah 

and we also collect different items for different organizations. 

This year we will be partnering with the Deirdre’s House, which 

is the Child Advocacy Center for Morris County’s child victims of 

abuse and/or neglect. The preschoolers will be sorting the differ-

ent donations to go to the different people in need. This year has 

been very challenging for the Deirdre’s House clients and families 

and we will help bring smiles, hope and joy to them during this 

Holiday Season. 

   DECEMBER
  
   12/23  WINTER BREAK EARLY DISMISSAL AT NOON 
 
   12/24-1/2 WINTER BREAK NO SCHOOL

The Judie Gerstein Early Learning Center

THIS MONTH IS ALL ABOUT THANKSGIVING, HANUKKAH 
AND COLLECTING TZEDAKAH TO HELP OTHERS!!!

Shalom Yeladim
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Sisterhood News 
Sisterhood’s Paid-up Event
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We wish to thank these remarkable ladies 
for becoming a Sisterhood member along with the others 

& supporting us for the 2021/22 year as of 11/15. 
Their dedication to Sisterhood & MJCBY will ensure 
the vitality of this institution for the years to come. 

Please join us!
We also welcome the newest Sisters to the MJCBY Family!

Rosanne Auslander  Welcome
Hannah Beker Welcome
Robin Benvent 
Amy Brunswick 
Jeanne Cook
Judy Diringer 
Jessica Goldberg Welcome
Paula Gottesman 
Amy Herbitter Welcome

Amy Keyishian Welcome
Linda Kornreich 
Sally Lissner Welcome
Debbie Marcus 
Erica Navarino 
Lisa Price Welcome
Darlene Raisch 
Keri Spiegel Welcome
Amy Stover Welcome

$ 3 6 . 0 0  D U E S  -  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2
Sisterhood is comprised of women of all ages who support each 
other  and the synagogue, women who work together for the 
benefit of our MJCBY community and so much more…..

Note: New members to MJCBY receive complimentary first year Sisterhood 

membership. 

        -----------------------------------------------------------
Please accept my $36.00 Sisterhood 
dues for the year 2021/2022.

Name:___________________Email: ___________________

                Checks payable to MJCBY Sisterhood and mail to:
MJCBY Sisterhood * 177 Speedwell Ave. 

*  Morristown * NJ * 07960

Sisterhood News 

We hope our monthly message reaches you during the festi-

val of lights. Please join us as Sisterhood lights the many 

menorahs  on Thursday, December 2 as we kindle the lights for 

the fifth night of Hanukkah at 6:30pm. Please RSVP by December 

2,to Paula at paula.czeisler@gmail.com to get the ZOOM link.

We were hoping to join together in person, for the menorah 

lighting, but it was not possible; however, 23 of our Sisterhood 

members gathered in person at our paid up event at Glassworks 

on Sunday November 14. After so many months of isolation it 

was wonderful and surreal to meet together in person. We met 

at the Swiss Chalet beforehand for coffee and a nosh so that our 

creative juices were well nourished. We then headed to the stu-

dio (sisterhood was the only ones in attendance) and proceeded 

to make hand painted Kiddush/wine glasses. Some of us choose 

to participate with fused glass projects instead.

We welcomed many new members that morning, as well as, 

catching up with some old friends. We talked, laughed and had a 

good time. We spoke about Sisterhood Shabbat coming up Febru-

ary 5 and we were able to assigned parts of the service to many 

of the attendees. Please join us for Sisterhood Shabbat where we 

will be offering assignments, in person and via ZOOM.  Contact 

Judy at judysilver@yahoo.com. We’re hoping to have a regular 

Kiddush afterwards if all goes well.

We hope that light and love follows you well past Hanukkah!

Donna and Dorothy 

DOROTHY COHEN    &    DONNA GROSS

SISTERHOOD SHABBAT
Saturday-February 5, 2022

Join us for this Spiritual Shabbat led by 
our Sisterhood members!

Judy D. will be in touch!

SISTERHOOD MENORAH LIGHTING!

Thursday, December 2 - 6:30 p.m. 

Join Sisterhood as we gather via ZOOM to light 
the candles on the fifth night of Hannukkah!

ZOOM link to follow closer to the date!

Please RSVP by December 2,
to paula.czeisler@gmail.com

Hope to see you there!
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What an exciting month we had at Reli-

gious School!

While we normally do not give much credence to 

Halloween, we seized the opportunity to teach 

a fascinating Jewish story about the Golem - a 

clay creature that was created by Rabbi Yehuda 

Loew (the ‘Maharal’) of Prague in the 1500’s. The Golem’s job was 

to protect the Jewish people from antisemitic attacks and progroms. 

Our 6th and 7th grade students reenacted the story to our younger 

students, as we were introduced to the persona of the ‘Maharal’, and 

learned new vocabulary words like ‘Kabalah’ and ‘Genizah’.  

In preparation for Hanukkah, our students were visited, via zoom, 

by Judge Keith Freedman from Rochester, NY, who runs the ‘Jewish 

Soldiers Project’. Judge Freedman speaks to Jewish students all over 

the country and collects letters and care packages that he then sends 

to Jewish soldiers stationed all over the world. Our students were 

able to ask him questions about this wonderful mitzvah opportunity 

and heard about some of the exciting and often remote places our 

packages might make it to: Iraq, rural Africa, all over Europe and 

more. Many thanks to all the students and families who participated 

in writing cards and sending in treats and goodies to brighten the 

soldier’s Hanukkah! 

We are excited to participate in the annual MJCBY Hanukkah celebration 

on the Morristown Green, and hope the entire congregation joins us to 

hear our wonderful students sing Hanukkah songs! Please join us on 

Sunday, December 5 for a Hanukkah celebration at MJCBY. This event 

will be open to the community and will include a performance, dreidel 

tournament, treats to take home, and more!

Junior Congregation (for grades 3 and up) continues to meet as we 

learn the songs and prayers of Shabbat. Our next JC is on December 

18. Minyanaires (for our post B’nai Mitzvah students) meets next 

on December 11. Don’t miss these wonderful opportunities for your 

children to celebrate Shabbat with community and meaning.

Our ALP (Advanced Learning Program) Students hosted a fascinating 

talk on combating hate speech with Michael Melasky. Our next meeting 

is on December 13, when our fantastic group of Teens will continue to 

explore contemporary Jewish topics. 

Miriam Loew

Religious School
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Religious School

All Listings On This Page Are Advertisements of Outside Vendors – 
MJCBY Is Not Responsible for the Content of or Statements in Any Ad

6th and 7th GRADERS LEARN ABOUT 
TALLIT & TEFILLIN LED BY 

RABBI NESSON AND CANTOR SHANA
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Kislev December  
27 1 Samuel Charm 

  David Goldblatt *

  Abraham Weingast 

  William Lahn  *

  Mary Gelfand  *

  Arthur Payn  

28 2 Louis Salsberg 

  Fred Schulman 

  Betty Sherman 

  Walter Kane 

  Bernard Schwartz 
   
Shabbat December 3 & 4  
Kislev December  

29 3 Harry Drell  *

  Morton Cowan 

  Sally London 

  Massuda Danielpour 

  Louis Glick 

  Minerva Sidi 

  Janet Stone 

  Ruth Lavein 

30 4 Hattie Kaplan *

  Sol Frankel  *

Tevet December  

1 5 Alida Westerman 

  Estell Leichtman *

2 6 Maurice Epstein *

3 7 Alexander Goldblatt  *

  David Gladstone 

  Louis Zupnick *

  Sally Fletcher *

  Bess Goldman 

  Bernice Krupnick 

  Michael Rubenstein 

  Belle Greenbaum 

  Lillian Hammer 

4 8 Allan Davis  *

  Harry Simon  *

  Nathan Epstein 

  Helen Fox  *

  Belle Weinberg Lieb  *

Yahrzeits
BUILDING FUND
Leo and Marjorie Josephs in memory of 
Alvin Mintz.
Helena Kloder and Lou Bodian in memory 
of Bernice Bender.

CANTOR’S FUND
Kim Synalovski in honor of Ilan’s Bar 
Mitzvah.
Beth and Joel Schreiber in memory of 
Emanuel and Roman.

CHEVRE KADISHA FUND
Irving and Dorothy Cohen in memory of 
Fred Cohen.
Burton and Paula Brenman in memory of 
Henny Brenman.

EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND 
Robin and Adam Kane in memory of 
Sherry Bialer.
Nancy and David Medford in memory of 
Jerome Medford.
Lee and Linda Rosenbaum in memory of 
Pearl Tanzman, Eva Ostrager and Bernard 
Ostrager.

HERMAN J. FRIGAND MINYONAIRES’ 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Nancy and Stephen Weinstein in memory 
of Anna Weinstein.

RABBI’S FUND
Max M. Weiss in memory of Estelle Weiss.
Howard and Barbara Haimann in memory 
of Helen Haimann.
Sonya Oppenheimer in memory of George 
Wein.
Beatrice Mintz in memory of Alvin R. 
Mintz and Max Weinstein.

Contributions

to explore options for contributions visit
http://www.mjcby.org/about-us/donate/ 

SHALOM YELADIM
Donald and Fern Spitzer in memory of 
Mark Bender’s mother and Michelle 
Nulman’s father.
Stuart and Barbara Levy in memory of 
David Gilucoft.
Shalom Yeladim Parents in memory of Dr. 
Aaron Tobias, father of Michelle Nulman.

SOUP KITCHEN FUND
Wendy Lynn Miller in memory of Leonora 
Miller.
Barbara and Jay Van-Wiemokly in 
memory of Seymour Van-Wiemokly.
Sol and Meryl Barer in memory of Evelyn 
Herman.
Howard and Paula Buxbaum in memory 
of Etta Buxbaum.

YAHRZEIT FUND
Irving and Dorothy Cohen in memory of 
Harry Cohen.
Michael and Susan Press in memory of 
Irving Press.
Ann and Warren Rhines in memory of 
Sally Rhines.
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Shabbat December 10 & 11  
Tevet December  

5 10 Mildred Rehert 

  Ida Rayfield 

  George H. Feldman  *

7 11 Sophia Warshaw *

  Sidney Blaufeld 

  Morris Feurstein 

  Eleanor Dornfeld 

8 12 Dorothy Jarvis 

9 13 Lois Goadkind  

  Sadie Weiss  *

  Leroy Gordon 

  Pauline Kornbleuth  *

  Alfred Oppenheimer 

  Madelyn Iris 

  Daisy Kazam 

10 14 Clara Brenner *

  Max Winter  *

  Kate Csillag 

  Ruth Loewensteiner  *

  Susan Blumenfield 

  Melvin Greenberg 

10 15 Zelig Brenman 

  Sadie Feldman *

  David Grobman 

  Rose Kantrowitz *

  Herman Greenberg 

  Jack Nebrat 

  Fannie Rothman 

  Ann Rothstein 

  Philip Greenberg 

  Curtis B. Hayworth  *

11 16 Ida Kaplan  *

  Joseph Fleischman 

  Frank Papish  *

  Nathan Heller 

  Harold Miroff 

Shabbat December 17 & 18  
Tevet December  

12 17 Rebecca Freeman *

  Michael Weinstein  *

  Rose Gebel 

  Saul Rosen  *

  Rene Selver 

  Marian Smolowitz *

13 18 Abraham Ossre  *

  Bess Epstein  *

  David Janowitz *

  Louis B Scheinman 

  Philip Rhines  *

  Edith Rothman 

  Jerome Stock  *

  Rhoda Zudick *

  Miriam Toffel 

14 19 Sadie Greenberg *

  Morris Lindenstein  *

  Goldie Wolfsohn *

  Lillian Levitt 

  Sara Zaks 

  Molly Neigher 

16 20 Monroe Davis  *

  Marshall Leff 

  Mannie Steyn 

  Teddy Lief 

  Reuben Berger *

  Chlotilde Josephs 

17 21 Yetta Fine  *

  Minnie Chimoff *

  Rose Notowicz 

  Edith Epstein *

  Kenneth D Cohen 

18 22 Abram Friedman *

  Joseph Prentky *

  Sandy Geller 

19 23 Gussie Kornreich 

  Mathilda Rosenberg  *

  Blossom Weinstein 

Yahrzeits
Shabbat December 24 & 25  
Tevet December  

20 24 Maurice Weiss *

  Samuel Sankin *

  Frieda Stat  *

  Emil Klausner  *

  Morris Weinstein *

  Hasya Goldberg 

  William Cohen 

  Irene Glick 

  Rhoda Frielich 

  Anny Korn 

  Janice Tetelbaum 

21 25 Morton Stein *

  Abraham Levin 

  Abe Frost 

  Samuel Chimoff 

22 26 Henrietta Klausner  *

  Chester Sankin *

  Alex Gordon *

  Max Rosenberg 

23 27 Sarah Rubinson 

  Jacob Weiss  *

  Judie Gerstein 

  Alexander Sadle 

  Ira Michael Sontupe  *

24 28 Miriam Karlin  *

  Helen Pundyk  *

  Harold Kolovsky 

  Ruth Bodian  *

25 29 Isaac Gindes  *

  Erwin Loeb 

  Henry D Rubenstein 

26 30 Anna Shafrin  *

  Dorothea Samuels 

  Helen Green
 

Shabbat Dec. 31 & Jan. 1  
Tevet December  

27 31 William Greenberg 

  Benjamin Miroff *

  Sara Scheinman 

  Raymond Glick 

  Nathan Socol 

  Norman Posner 
*denotes a plaque on the Yahrzeit wall.
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600 Speedwell Avenue
 Morris Plains, NJ 07950
      973-539-3300

 Christine M. Dangler, Mgr.-.N.J. Lic. No. 4706
  Kip M. Dangler, Dir.- N.J. Lic. No. 3992

           James E. Dangler
               1948 – 2005
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Take a look at our new and improved website. You’ll find this snappy site chock full of news, events, photos and more! Log on at www.mjcby.org
Log on for the Latest: www.MJCBY.org


